
The Rev. Eret Lortie spent time in the Air Force on bornbers carrying nuclear arms before becorning leader of the First Unitarian
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Fle wellt ti 'tlnr trcing an ailclalt
irtslrect iurr special ist arrt l  l i laying lhe
tt 'urul lorre itr t lre 5' i  lst Air lrbrt:e
IJatrtl [o wtrr{ring as al) etlitor at a
l)caee autvocacv tnargtrzine alul 1rla5,-
irrg irt a lrtt lr lret l ,r, ielt l ing ruitn:hing
Itrtut t lrert 1lt 'utesterl t lre Ir iul War:

Now l jret l ,olt ie is t lre nrinister'
ot '  t l re I , ' i ls l  IJrr i tar iarr  t  l r r iv t l rs i r l is t
( l l t t t t ' t :h of '  Satt  Antort io.

" ' l ' l lalt 's typir:al ot '  otr l '  urin istel 's,"
sa ir l  l  i t ' i i r t t  Lytt le, ir slx rkesuralr lbt '
the elrtu'ch.

Atler his t i lst yeaq t: l tr r l t :h lead-
ers i l lc  nreastrr i r rg l ,or t ie 's i rnpact.
' l ' trey archnowlerlge that going f i 'onr
3liU uterrtlret's to 390 is not a big leapr
cotrt l lat 'ct l  wit lr othel clnrrches. tnrt
f i l '  theil  couglegation the gruwtlr
Itats beert a lelit-.'t 'atter veals clf'lrcing
st i tgnaut. ' [ 'hey are sceing l0 to 20
ltew faces evel'y Srrntta.y.

l.,trl 'tie, -l:l, is 1rt'trisetl ftlr' ll ' inging
nlol 'e stt ' t tctttre atrtt learlershilr to i .r
(:olrgregatiolr lvhose nrerrrlu's in-
t: l tule atlreists, l l i rultts, ( latholi t :s
antl Wiccans.

lJrrt whert rnakes parishioners ex-
citetl  is trot the new strrt ly gntups he
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Universalist Church of San Antonio.

has stalterl lnt his alt i l i tv tt i  talh
alxrtrt sl l ir i trral i ty tt-r a oongt'egatiorr
that tbl tlecacles has taken pricle in
its logical allproat:h to religion.

'Attytttxly, rryltu is a gtxltl t:lergv-
I l lal l  oI '  t tr inistel slrclt i l t l  tre able to
1lt 'esettt sl lu' i trtal clrarrges so vou
rlott ' t  l trtve tt-r r:het:k v()ru' l l 'airr irt
t lre door:" tnetrt lrct '  ' l ' l tottters (]aittes
suit l .

l j t t t  t lrat is easicr sir i t l  t lran t lol lc.
" ' l ' l le l l ic: l i  is askirrg wlurt tkrcs

'gtrr l '  l l reaul vvherr we at 'c l)ot al l  tal l i
i r rg abotr t  t l re sal l le th ing,"  [ ,o l ' t ic
sait l  ot- his al l i l i t l ,  t t l  turite l leull le
with strr:h t l iversitt i

As et t levortt f lrrdtlhist who was
t'aisetl as a (l lu' ist ian St: ientist. l , t)r '-
tie says he tt'ies tcl get at the palt tlt'
t l te hrttnatr exl lel ience that is l le-
yt,rrttl the. rational. He sees tltose ex-
lret ' ietrces corning with nrerl i tat ion,
pt'avet' anrl nru.sic, ancl lte wtlt'ks to
ct 'eate sitt tat ir lns where lr is f i-r lkrrv-
els call  ckl the sanle.

"l ' j t t t  l te is not 'nrtrslu,- lreutletl '  ei.
t l tet;" clrtrrtr lr luellrbel l ir trce lJeclt
saitt.

l ,ot ' l ie stni leit l  at the cunrgrlhrent.
When tre f irr islretl  high sr: luxl l  irr

Uniting
a diverse
church

Unitarian LJniversrrlist's nlentt)ers ilr('
variecl, anci its pastor is Ltsiug his rvidc

rarlge ot'experienccs tt l  bring it together'.

See DIVERSE/98
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Diverse Unitarian congregation embraces leader
CONTINUED FROM 78

Southenr Carlifrrrnia, Lortie
weut rlirectly into the U.S. Air
Fbrce in lgtll. He ended trp in
Onuha, Neb., working on the
planes of the Strategic Air'
Couuuancl. In the back of these
bonrbers were red buttons that
laturched uuclear urissiles. One
day while working on olle of
the lllanes, Lortie sat clown in
the plush general's chair in the
back to eat his hurch antl tbturcl

he was staring at the box ttrat
cotrtainetl the button.

"l sat tbr a klng tirne think-
ing about the button. I could nu
Iotrger strpport what I was tlo-
illg," he wrote fbr olte of his
sennons. It was the first of
nlany contradictious that
would serve Lortie well, as
they helped hinr bridge the tlit:
tbrences between his parishion-
ers.

He joined the National
Gtnrd and went to college and

eventrully to work as alt editor
tbr the Bulletin r-rf the Atonric
Scientists. As a gt'otrp ot' hard-
ened iournalists declicatetl to
reporting on the science, dan-
gel's atxl politics tf the nuclear'
al'llls I'ace, "you coultl not tind
a gl'oup of rnore sectdar peo-
ple," he said.

While working as a jounral-
ist he lrad another epiphany
wtren his father passed away,
aud he decided to seriously
pursue an educatitln to become

a rninister:
StiU working hrll-time at the

Bulletin, he went to classes
where people broke out in
tears, overtaken by the emo-
tions of their faith. 'l'hen he
wotrld go back to editing and
finishing stories by deadline.

"'l'he ftutny thing is I'm still
a huge suplrorter of the rnili-
tary and the troops and all
that," L,ortie said. "To me now
as a pasto4, I try to strike the
balance between compassion

tbr our troops and thc trutlr
that is so often not seen."

Standing in ftont of a congle-
gation that has both retired
militaty colonels and peace ac-
tivists, Lortie cloes not see a
problem, and neither does his
congregation.

On front of his robe is a
greelr sash depicting trees iu
ditlbrent seasons. Holding it in
place to the back of his collar is
a pin with the wings of U.S. Air
Force.


